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DEPARTMENT FOR CHILD PROTECTION-CENTRELINK — COMPULSORY INCOME MANAGEMENT 

280. Hon SUE ELLERY to the Minister for Child Protection: 
I refer to recent media reports about 14-year-old girls giving birth to babies with foetal alcohol syndrome, and 
reports that police have attributed a dramatic spike in domestic violence in Halls Creek since March 2009, 
including a man throwing boiling water over a four-year-old boy to increase family tax payments made that 
week. 

(1) How many referrals by individual and family groups has the Department for Child Protection made to 
Centrelink for the purpose of compulsory income management for the period 9 March 2009 to date?  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY replied: 
I thank the honourable member for some notice of the question.  

Sadly, 14-year-olds have been giving birth to babies with foetal alcohol syndrome for some time. It is an 
absolute disaster and it is a tragedy. I believe that a good start, as well as bans on full-strength alcohol, would be 
to have a picture of a pregnant woman with a red cross through the picture so that the warning is sight-specific. It 
is something that I have taken up with the federal government before. Some women do not read warning labels 
on alcohol. We will issue a warning that is sight-specific so that women can see they should not be drinking 
while pregnant. I know it is a small thing but I think it could go a long way. 

(1) During the period 9 March 2009 to 30 March 2009, the Department for Child Protection referred three 
individuals to Centrelink for compulsory income management. That represents two family groups. This 
of course is far too few. I am urging the department to put people on income management because, as 
the former minister knows, it is very good for child protection. It is a good tool to use for neglected 
children.  

Hon Sue Ellery: It is the best tool, and they are not using it.  

Hon ROBYN McSWEENEY: It is one of the tools and it is very good. I am going to speak to the department to 
try to put more people on it. I have asked that if people come in for financial assistance more than twice in a 
short period of time, that they then be referred to Centrelink to be put on income management.  
 


